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The Oedipus Myth in the Works of Tawfiq al-Hakim and Ali Ahmad Bakathir (A
Comparative Analytical Study)
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Abstract

This research aims to explore how the Oedipus myth is embodied in modern Arabic literature through
a comparative study of the works of Tawfiq al-Hakim and Ahmad Bakathir. It seeks to elucidate the
intellectual, psychological, and artistic significance of the myth, as well as its relationship to issues of
humanity and modern Arab society. The research also aims to uncover the semantic shifts of the
Oedipus myth as it transitions from the Greek context to the modern Arabic context. Furthermore, it
examines the psychological and intellectual dimensions of the myth through themes such as the
Oedipus complex, identity, power, and destiny. The study also explores contemporary issues raised by
these writers through the myth, such as the problem of freedom and destiny, the identity crisis, the
individual's relationship to society, and other related issues. Finally, it compares the approaches of
Arab writers (such as Tawfiq al-Hakim and Ahmad Bakathir) in their engagement with the Oedipus
myth, highlighting their similarities and differences. The research methodology employs a comparative
analytical approach, analyzing the two texts in terms of characters, language, structure, and other
aspects, and comparing their similarities and differences. Additionally, it connects the texts to the
intellectual and cultural context of each writer, demonstrating the aesthetic use of the semantic and
symbolic dimensions inherent in the myth. The research reached a set of results, the most prominent
of which is: that man can only be the image of a ghoul in his tragic dimension, and this is how Oedipus
was in his constant search for the truth and what he witnessed of conflicts, and that the myth of
“Oedipus” is the myth of man in his constant attraction between the perceptions of the mind and the
demands of the heart, so he is in conflict over this balance, and the myth has symbolic dimensions, and
this is the nature of literary writing, which has never been simple writing, but rather suggestive, which
includes criticism in foundational purposes. Tawfiq al-Hakim weakened his play, especially with
regard to its dramatic dimension, because from the beginning he explained all its secrets and revealed
its surprises, so he eliminated the element of suspense in it.
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